
 

 

 
Finance and Constitution Committee 

 
George Hollingbery MP, 
Minister of State (Trade Policy) 
By email: Hollingbery@trade.gov.uk 
 

The Scottish Parliament 
Edinburgh 
EH99 1SP 

 
Tel: (0131) 348 5451 

finance.constitution@parliament.scot 
30 January 2019 

 
 
Dear George, 
 
On Monday 21 January 2019 the House of Lords agreed an amendment to the Trade 
Bill that resolved that “the committee’s report be not received until Her Majesty’s 
Government has presented to both Houses proposals for a process for making 
international trade agreements once the United Kingdom is in a position to do so 
independently of the European Union, including roles for Parliament and the devolved 
legislatures and administrations in relation to both a negotiating mandate and a final 
agreement” 
 
As you will be aware that Finance and Constitution Committee at the Scottish 
Parliament reported its views on Trade Bill LCM in October 2018 to which you 
responded on 28 November. In our report we made a number of recommendations 
setting out our expectations of the role of the Scottish Parliament in future trade 
negotiations and which are directly relevant to the House of Lords resolution. 
 
The Bill as currently drafted make no provision to seek the consent of Scottish 
Ministers or the Scottish Parliament in relation to powers to make regulations in those 
devolved areas subject to clauses 1 and 2. We noted your commitment that the UK 
Government would not normally seek to legislate in devolved areas without consent 
from the relevant devolved Ministers however this position is not reflected in the Bill 
itself.  
 
The Bill as currently drafted is also ‘silent’ on the role of the devolved parliaments in 
the negotiation of new arrangements (either for existing or new trade agreements). In 
our report we set out our view that there should be robust and new institutional 
mechanisms developed to allow for the four nations of the UK to develop a consensual 
position before the beginning of trade negotiations. Given trade agreements may well 
limit the devolved competence of the Scottish Parliament we consider that the Scottish 
Parliament should have a role in all stages of the trade negotiation process – 
preparation, negotiation and finalisation. We recommended that the UK Government 
sets out a discussion paper on the roles of the UKs respective governments and 

mailto:Hollingbery@trade.gov.uk
mailto:finance.constitution@parliament.scot
https://digitalpublications.parliament.scot/Committees/Report/FCC/2018/10/31/Report-on-Trade-Bill-LCM


 

 

legislatures in the development of future UK trade arrangements with a view to 
introducing legislation which provides a statutory basis for these respective roles.  
 
In your letter you comment that you look forward to further engagement with the 
Committee on the UK Trade Bill. We therefore invite you to attend a future Committee 
meeting to discuss the Committee’s report recommendations, any other proposals you 
may be considering as well as any other aspects of the Scottish Parliament’s future 
role in trade negotiations in order to inform your response to the House of Lords 
resolution. I have asked Committee clerks to liaise with your office in order to progress 
this invitation. I have also copied this letter to the Scottish Government Cabinet 
Secretary for Government Business and Constitutional Relations and to Baroness 
Smith of Basildon. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
Bruce Crawford MSP, 
Convener 

 


